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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-6 are presented for examination. Claim 1 has been amended. Claims 2- 
6 are newly added claims. 

2. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

A. The claim language in the following claims is not clearly understood. 

i. As per claim 1 , applicant first claimed "a client system" requesting to deliver a 
message from a server unit in compliance with a notification from the server unit, then . 
applicant claimed "the client system" informing "the server unit" of a succeeding 
message is present, it is uncertain how the client system know the succeeding message 
exist on the server unit and what is the relationship between "the succeeding message" 
and "the message" [i.e., they are the different portions of the same message or they are 
totally different messages]. 

ii. As per claim 3, it is uncertain how can the server unit delete a message first 
and then transmit the same message again when it received request from client, i.e., 
where does the copy of the message come from. 

Corrections are required. 
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Double Patenting 

3. Claim 1 is provisionally rejected on the ground of nonstatutory obviousness-type 
double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1 and 6 of copending Application 
No. 09/622,656 (hereinafter as 656'). Although the conflicting claims are not identical, 
they are not patentably distinct from each other because both applications claimed a 
client system requesting delivering the message stored on the server system when the 
client system received a notification from the server system, and it is obvious to a 
person in the art that "notification" in this application is the same meaning of "a message 
start notification" in application 656'. 

This is a provisional obviousness-type double patenting rejection because the 
conflicting claims have not in fact been patented. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wang et 
al. (US 6,314,454), in view of Bulfer et al. (US 6,175,858). 
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6. As per claim 1 , Wang teaches the invention substantially as claimed including a 
message delivery system having a client system acquiring a delivery message from a 
server unit by requesting to transmit the delivery message in the server unit in 
compliance with a notification from the server unit [col. 6, lines 45-55], 

wherein the client system includes a received message storing means for storing 
delivery message information received from the server unit, and a process instructing 
request for the delivery message whose reception is completed when reception of the 
delivery message from the server unit is completed [col. 6, lines 55-58]; and 

wherein an instruction requesting section for requesting the server unit includes a 
delivery message storing means for storing the delivery message to be transmitted to 
the client system, and message processing means for transmitting a succeeding 
message stored in the delivery message storing means to the client system in 
compliance with a request from the client system [col. 6, lines 45-55] and then 
processing the delivery message whose reception is completed [col. 6, lines 55-60]. 

7. Wang does not specifically teach the step of informing the server unit by the 
client for a succeeding message acquiring request if a succeeding message is present. 
However, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to include a succeeding message request step in Wang's 
system because doing so would bring the convenience to user by allowing the user 
request a expect coming message instead of waiting a notification from the server. One 
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of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to modify Wang's system with the 
request step to improve the functionality of the system. 

8. As per claim 2, Wang teaches the message processing means deletes the 
delivery message, which is informed by the client system and whose reception is 
completed, from the delivery message storing means in compliance with an instruction 
from the client system [col. 6, lines 55-60]. 

9. . As per claim 3, Wang teaches the server unit holds the delivery message stored 
in the delivery message storing means until its deletion is instructed by the client 
system, and then transmits the same delivery message once again when it receives an 
acquiring request from the client system [col. 7, lines 25-26], 

10. As per claim 4, Wang teaches the server unit further includes a processed 
message storing means for storing the messages delivered to the client system, and 
wherein, by instructing to move from the delivery message storing means of the server 
unit as the process for the delivery message whose reception is completed, the 
message processing means moves the delivery message, which is informed by the 
client system and whose reception is completed, from the delivery message storing 
means to the processed message storing means in compliance with an instruction from 
the client system [col. 7, lines 25-26 & 31-39]. 
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11. As per claim 5, Wang teaches the server unit holds the delivery message stored 
in the delivery message storing means until its movement is instructed by the client 
system, and then transmits the same delivery message once again when it receives an 
acquiring request from the client system [col. 7, lines 25-26]. 

12. As per claim 6, Wang teaches a message instruction requesting means for 
informing the server unit of only a process instruction request for the delivery message 
whose reception is completed when there is no succeeding message [col. 7, lines 23- 
25]. 

Conclusion 

1 3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jinsong Hu whose telephone number is (571) 272-3965. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan Flynn can be reached on (571) 272-1915. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571 ) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
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For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




^insong Hu 
March 30, 2007 



